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Address: 55 Columbus Ave

City/Town: Somerville
Village/Neighborhood:  Prospect Hill
Local No:

Year Constructed: R 1880

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s):  Second Empire

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s): SMV.AW: Columbus Avenue - Warren Avenue Historic
District

Designation(s): Local Historic District (10/31/1989)
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

One of the most popular building styles in the Prospect Hill area during
the 1870s and early 1880s was the Second Empire style for large center-hall
or side-hall entrance dwellings. This dwelling is a well conserved
example, retaining its mansard roof form with pedimented dormers, a raking
cornice, ornamented by paired brackets, two, two-story bays, and a flat
roofed, open porch with round columns, square pilasters, and brackets with
drop finials. There is a five sided dormer over the polygonal bay on the
main facade that is somewhat unusual and accentuates the prominence of the
bay. The house is sheathed in wood shingles.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners Q]ayed in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Prospect Hill, one of the most substantial residential neighborhoods of
Somerville, evolved throughout the late 19th century. Prior to that it was
an agricultural community of farms. Columbus Avenue, once known as Warren
Avenue, ran from Walnut to Bonner Street until the 1870s when it was
continued through Bonner property to Washington Street. Its proximity to
Union Square, a center for commercial and transportation activity made it a
desirable place to live. Columbus Avenue was and is half way to the top of
Prospect Hill and only a few blocks from Highland Avenue where the civic
center of Somerville was by the mid to late 1800s.

In 1873 Ira Hill, local real estate investor and the one responsible for
the subdivision plan of part of Columbus and Warren Avenues (Plan Book 17,
Plan 90) sold Lot 12 to Thomas J. McCormic who built his house by 1874 and
lived here until 1888 when he sold to Frank Ellis also of Somerville.
McCormic and his family were the proprietors of an "oyster and eating
house" located in the Masonic Block in Union Square. 1In the mid 1880s
Thomas McCormic sold liquors in Boston while Bernard McCormic managed the
eating house in Union Square.
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